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—some were only two feet high. Only in rare places were
these walls formed into turrets to hold machine-guns. If
anybody in the Ethiopian army beside the Emperor had
known how to fire artillery they could have been shot to
pieces.
It was clear that the offensive had failed. What remained
of the northern forces, the Emperor's own army, would not
beat the enemy. None of the three positions taken by the
Ethiopians had been held properly by them. Shortly^
afterwards they abandoned them and returned to their old
line.
All would begin again under far more unpleasant con-
ditions after the losses which we had incurred.
One would have expected that these Ethiopian masses
thrown into an offensive against the drastic fire developed
by modern military technique would suffer severely, but
their casualties as a matter of fact were relatively small.
The Ethiopians advance where the danger is not great.
They have a great sense of cover. They do not like battles
of long duration. They do not hold positions taken from
the enemy.
There is a decisive moment when they face the enemy,
forget everything, and hurl themselves on him like men
possessed. In peace-time we saw that mad climax in their
private quarrels. But the Italians at last found a remedy
for it which they used in the third Tembien battle. A hand
grenade is enough to check this fighting fury.
We turned back that same Tuesday evening under a fine
rain from the side of our old mountain which faced the
Italian front line. It was difficult to find a shelter. On
Wednesday morning the Emperor mounted the crest.
Everybody knew that a decision had to be taken—but
what ? Nobody cared to say.
The day passed in vague conversations and discussions.
After lunch the Emperor said to me : "I feel that we
ought to renew the offensive. I'm glad that we attacked
the enemy. It was a question in which our honour was
involved. But I never dreamed of driving out the Italians
at one blow, or of advancing to take Debara and Amba
Alagi. . . .»
From our observation point we could see the same grey

